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Using the Software
The tester comes with a USB cable for use with a Windows PC. The software is ideal for enabling the entire 
class to see the test data by connecting the computer to an overhead projector or to a large monitor. To do 
this, follow the projector or monitor’s instructions for connecting to your computer.

The software also creates a line chart of the test data to give students a visual reference. The chart will record 
up to five minutes, which should be plenty of time for an individual structure test. Each test’s chart and data 
display can be printed. Note: The software must be used with pounds selected on the Structures Testing 
Instrument.

1. Locate the software download on the resources tab of the 
Structures Testing Instrument product page. Download the 
file.

2. Locate the folder you downloaded called Pitsco Structure 
Tester. Open the folder. Within Pitsco Structure Tester, open 
the Volume folder.

3. In the Volume folder, open the Setup application, and follow 
the prompts to install the software.

4. Connect the computer and the tester with the USB cable. The 
tester’s USB connection is on the back of the display (Figure 1).

5. Open the software on your computer. A window will open 
showing the Pitsco Structure Tester 2.0 – Data Viewer. The 
right side of the window is where the line graph will appear. 
The left side of the window shows the actual force (current), peak force, and other options. 

6. Under the Select Port option, choose the port with the tester connected to it and click Initialize Port. 
When the correct port is selected, the Data symbol will light up in the window.

7. Because the tester measures up to 800 lb of force, change the chart measurements in the right side of the 
window and the force meter in the left side of the window to 800 by double-clicking the 400 and changing 
it to 800 (Figure 2).

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Testing with the Software
1. When you are ready to start a test, click Start Chart. Begin testing the structure; the information from the 

tester will be displayed on the computer. The peak force and actual force (current) will be on-screen as well 
as the line chart (Figure 3). Follow the testing procedure described in the Structures Testing Instrument 
User Guide that applies to your structure.

2. When finished, click Pause Chart. The final data and the complete line chart will stay on-screen. Write 
down the information if needed.

3. If you wish to export the data to Excel, to Clipboard, or as an image, right click the chart, go to Export, and 
select one of the options (Figure 4). You can export the data to a different software and print your chart.

4. When finished with an individual test, click Reset Chart. To reset the actual force and peak force, click Zero 
Data.

5. When all testing is finished, shut down the software and unplug the tester from the computer.

Figure 3

Figure 4
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