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Activity 1
In this activity, you’ll learn about the different kinds of 
fingerprints humans have, and you’ll also see if you can 
figure out the type of prints you have!

Fingerprints are marks 
left on a surface from 
the tip of your finger.

Ink pads Magnifying glassPaper

Not included

included

What You’ll Need

Baby wipe or soap and water to clean off ink from fingers
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step 1
Practice making 
fingerprints on a piece 
of paper. Open your 
ink pad and place a 
blank piece of paper 
next to it.

step 2
Choose one finger to start  
with. Press your fingertip onto the ink 
pad firmly and then place that fingertip 
onto the paper. After you put your 
fingertip on the paper, don’t move it 
around – just push it down on the paper 
and then lift it straight up!

Your fingertip is the top of 
your finger – it’s the skin on 
the opposite side of where 
your nail is.
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step 3
When you’re done practicing with 
that finger, clean it off with a baby 
wipe or soap and water. Make sure 
all the ink is cleaned off your finger 
before you touch anything!

step 4
Try out another finger and repeat the steps above.

*Before you start working, ask an adult where you should 
use the ink pad. The ink can be hard to clean, so be sure to 
use it only where instructed.



step 5
After you’ve practiced and 
see that your fingerprints are 
clear, stamp each finger in the 
chart below. 

step 6
Human fingerprints are one of the following patterns: 

Use the magnifying glass to compare your fingerprints to the examples. They 
probably won’t match these examples exactly, but your fingerprints should be 
similar. Can you figure out which pattern best matches the prints from your 
fingers? Each finger might have a different pattern.

THUMB FOREFINGER MIDDLE 
FINGER RING FINGER PINKY

THUMB FOREFINGER MIDDLE 
FINGER RING FINGER PINKY

Left hand

Left hand

Right hand

Right hand
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step 7
Have each of your family members ink 
their fingerprints onto a separate sheet 
of paper. Compare your fingerprints to 
their fingerprints. Are their fingerprints 
similar to or different from yours?

Think About It
How do you think detectives use fingerprints 
to solve crimes? Write or tell a story about a 
detective who finds fingerprints at a crime 
scene and uses them to solve the mystery.

Fingerprints are not the 
only way investigators and 

the police solve crimes. 
What other things do you 

think they use to know who 
committed a crime?


